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Parents An Important Community Stakeholder in 
Achieving Educational Rights Of Children 

Afiya Bano1 

Abstract 

The Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act, 2009 is one of the most 
esteemed acts, is a legislation passed by the Indian parliament that has come into effect from 
1st April, 2010. The act is based on the 86th amendment in the constitution through which 
Article 21(A) was inserted after Article 21. The Article 21(A) states that the State shall provide 
free and compulsory education to all the children of the age group of six to fourteen years 
which is also beacon of light for the economically weaker sections of the society who cannot 
afford education for their children. But its implementation is a herculean task and there are 
various hurdles ahead. A biggest challenge is lack of awareness among people about this act. 
The study was an attempt to know the level of awareness regarding right to education act 
among parents of Qutubpur,urban slum living in Daliganj area of Lucknow. The study is 
based on data collected from parents carried by the researchers. It was very demoralizing to 
observe that there is a lack of awareness regarding this act. Hardly anyone knew about the 
act and the basic provisions entitled by the government under the right to education act. 
Parents should be aware about their responsibility on their children so that children can get 
educated. There is a need for parental intervention in order to provide quality education to 
children, which will be a boon in achieving Millennium Development Goal 2:- Achieve 
Universal Primary Education. 

© 2014  GSS Journals. All rights reserved. 

Keywords: Right to Education Act, Government  Millennium Development Goal 

Introduction 
A Cuban national hero, poet, political 
theorist and a revolutionary Latin American 
thinker called Jose Marti says that to know 
how to read is know how to walk, to know 
how to write is to know how to ascend, the 
feet’s, arms, wings, all these are given to man 
by his first and most humble school books. 
The    lines   said   helps    to   understand   the  

priority of education but every child in our 
country is getting an opportunity to achieve 
it or not is still a challenge to be achieved. 
The Right of Children to Free and 
Compulsory Education Act, passed by the 
Indian Parliament on 4 August, states the 
provision of free and compulsory education 
for children between 6 and  14  under  Article  
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21A of the Indian Constitution. The Act came 
into effect on 1 April 2010 and India became 
one of the 135 countries which have made 
education an indispensable right of every 
child. According to the newly released 
UNESCO e-atlas on out-of-school children 
(OOSC) as many as 124 million children and 
adolescents worldwide are out of school, 
17.7 million- or 14 percent- of whom are 
Indian (BHATTY, K., n.d.). Government is 
making lots of attempts in the direction of 
providing education to each and every child 
of our country. But despite of all these, 
ground level realities point to the gloomy 
aspect of lives of millions of underprivileged 
children. Education of children from urban 
undeserved communities’ continues to be a 
challenging task. The increase in urban 
poverty each year and the weak basic 
education facilities available to them keep 
these children almost completely out of the 
education radar. This makes a mockery of the 
RTE Act which makes elementary education 
a constitutional entitlement for every child 
between the ages of 6-14 years. 
This raises certain question: 
 That if education is a right then why these 

children are still outside the premises of 
schooling? 

 What is the reason behind that? 
 Whether parents, guardian aware of their 

rights or not? 
The success of any legislation or Act lies in its 
implementation. Parents are one of the 
primary stakeholders of the Act.  Parents 
have an important role in helping their child 
during the early years (Simmons et al., 1981). 
Guidance and support of the parents 
towards children is there prime 
responsibility. Parents are the first teachers 
to their own children. Parents have an 
important role in helping their child during 
the early years. During the elementary 
education parents have a vital role in 

bringing up their children and encourage 
them to go to school and  hence, parents 
should be aware about the benefits and the 
provision of RTE act so that it will be helpful 
in getting their children educated (Aziz,MG 
2013).  

Need and Significance of the Study 
The outcomes in implementation of any Act 
is judged by the fact whether it has 
benefitted the people for which it really 
meant. The researcher purposively decided 
to conduct the study in a slum because 
people who are living in challenging 
circumstances are the worst sufferers and are 
the ones who get denied of their rights. This 
encouraged the researchers to investigate 
whether the people living in slums for whom 
the Act is really useful are actually aware of 
the Act or not. And if they are not aware, 
then to make them aware of their Right to 
get free Education. The urban slum people 
consist of poor people, migrants, and 
contract workers. The researchers’ needs to 
know how much parents from Qutubpur 
slum of Daliganj Ward are aware about the 
RTE act for their children. The study is 
primarily to understand the parents’ 
awareness of right to education act in an 
urban slum. The situation in a slum is very 
disheartening even though different 
provisions are given by the government it 
not appropriately used by the parents.  

Review of Literature 
Various researches have been conducted in 
the field of Right to Education .Due to lack of 
awareness for Right to Education, access to 
education was not fully achieved in the 
different nations (Gamede & Thobekile, 
2005). Just nine months after the Right to 
Education (RTE) Act was implemented in 
India, over 10,000 cases of violation have 
been registered by Delhi Commission for 
Protection of Child Rights (DCPCR) (Rahman, 
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A. 2010). According to Amod Kanth, main 
reason for these violations is lack of 
awareness among teachers, school 
authorities and parents. A survey of several 
authorized and unauthorized colonies in 
Chandigarh city, which has the third highest 
literacy rate revealed that parents are 
ignorant of right to Education. The survey 
also revealed that the majority of people of 
these colonies had never heard the word 
‘right’ before (Sharma, S., 2010). 

Objectives of the study 
1. To find out the family background of the 

parents residing in the slum area and 
sending their children to government 
school. 

2. To study the parents awareness on Right 
to Education Act-2009. 

3. To suggest programme for developing 
awareness to the parents of slum area. 

Significance of the study  
The study is primarily to understand the 
parents’ awareness of right to education act 
in urban slum. This study is very significant as 
this provides an insight into the status of 
awareness and understanding of the 
provisions of RTE amongst parents of 
children studying in government schools. 
The issues and challenges raised in the study 
will help  the stakeholders to become aware 
of their rights, take an active participation  in 
the enforcement of these rights and 
implement this Act more effectively and 
fruitfully to have a better quality education 
for the students for whom this act is meant. 
Limitations of the research 
Present study covers very small sample of 
parents whom children’s are going to 
government school. Various tools could not 
be extensively used due to the limited time 
span of one month. 
Methodology 
For the present study, the investigators 
decided to adopt descriptive survey method. 

It is a method of investigation to study, to 
describe and interpret what exist at present. 
Sampling procedure  
A sample of 50 people of Qutubpur Slum of 
Daliganj Ward of Lucknow was selected 
purposively. 
Tool 
Researcher made interview schedule for 
parents’ awareness on Right to Education Act 
2009. 
Procedure  
The researcher conducted the interview of 
the parents. Their opinions on RTE Act were 
noted. Researcher made interview schedule 
was given to the selected parents. The 
obtained data were analyzed by using 
percentage. 
Results and discussion 
*All the respondents interviewed were 
female 

Table 1: Educational Status of the 
Respondent. 

 

48 %( 24) of respondents interviewed were 
illiterate and 40 %( 20) were found to be 
literate, 8% (4) were intermediate and 4% (2) 
were High school.  

Adult literacy of India is 74.04% (according 
to2011 census) which is below average i.e. 
84%. Still all of them were sending their 
children to government school.  
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Article 51A/k of the constitution states “to 
provide opportunities for education by the 
parent the guardian to his child or a ward 
between the age of 6-14 years as the case may 
be”.  
But the parents were unaware about any 
such article which makes a responsibility 
over them to send their children to school. 
Section 10 of the RTE Act assigns a moral 
responsibility on every parent/guardian to 
admit their children/wards to school, and 
ensure that children are not deprived of their 
right to elementary education. This includes, 
for example, child labour, children in 
ecologically deprived areas where they are 
required to fetch fuel, water, fodder and do 
other household chores, children in very 
poor slum communities and uprooted urban 
habitations, children of families of 
scavengers and other such stigmatized 
professions, children of itinerant or seasonal 
labour who have mobile and transient 
lifestyle like construction workers, road 
workers and workers on large construction 
sites, children of landless agriculture labour 
who are required to augment family 
incomes. 

Table 2: Monthly income of the Family. 

 

The quality of life is also determined by an 
individual’s occupation and the income he 
derives. Occupation of an individual also 

socializes him or her in a particular fashion 
which in turn reflects his or her pattern of 
behaviors and his/her level of understanding 
of particular phenomena.56%(28) of 
respondents’ family head were involved in 
private work while 44%(22)of respondents’ 
family head were involved in daily wage 
earnings. Maximum of respondents said it 
was due to less income in that particular 
occupation which turned them up towards 
government school. 

Table 3: Caste of the Respondent. 

 

Income of a person plays an important role 
in shaping the economic conditions of an 
individual which in turn is likely to have 
bearing on the responses about a problem 
posed to him. The average monthly income 
of the family is Rs 3510.6. The respondents 
and their family lie in the Economically 
Weaker Section of the society. They were not 
aware about the provision given in the 
Section 12 of the RTE Act that Private 
unaided institutions and special category 
schools shall provide free and compulsory 
education to at least 25% children belonging 
to disadvantaged groups and weaker 
sections admitted to class1 or pre-primary 
classes. Such schools would be entitled to 
reimbursement at the per-child cost incurred 
by the government. The child belonging to 
WEAKER SECTION “means a child belonging to 
such parent or guardian whose annual income 
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is lower than the minimum limit specified by 
the appropriate Government, by notification;” 

Religion is the belief and worship of a 
superhuman controlling power, especially a 
personal god or gods. The caste system in 
India is a system of social stratification. Caste 
system is defined as a system of segregation 
of people, each with a traditional hereditary 
occupation. Religion and Caste is the social 
status a person is assigned at birth. It is a 
position that is neither earned nor chosen 
but assigned. Among all the respondents 
70% (35) were Hindu and 30 %( 15) were 
Muslim. Among all the Hindu respondents 
2% (1) were general, 74.28% (26) in OBC 
category, 22.85% (8) were in schedule caste. 
40% (6) Muslims were in general category 
and 60 %( 9) were in OBC category.  When 
the researcher asked that were they aware 
that OBC and SC&ST Category children are 
entitled to certain provisions in primary 
education, they said they didn’t knew about 
it. 

In the Section 12 of the RTE Act child 
belonging to Disadvantaged Group “ means a 
child belonging to the scheduled caste, the 
scheduled Tribe, the socially and educationally 
backward class or such other groups having 
disadvantaged owing to school, cultural 
,economical, geographical , linguistic, gender 
or such other factor, as may be specified by the 
appropriate government notification; 

Table 4: Reason to choose Government 
School. 

 

41.17 % (21)of respondents said just 
government school is near to home we are 
sending our children there, 40%(20) said due 
to low income, 16 %(8)said due to good 
education in government school and it is 
very unique to know that 4%(2)were sending 
due to inability of the child to cope up with 
private school. It very clearly indicates that 
learning outcomes and quality of education 
being imparted by the government school is 
degrading day by day. It is the only choice 
for those parents who are in hand to mouth 
situation. 
Even though with so many features like:- 
 Every child between the ages of 6-14 

years will have the right to receive free 
and compulsory education  

 Towards this, the State would ensure the 
availability of a neighborhood school 
within a period of three years from 
commencement of this act. In case of 
non-availability of neighborhood school, 
the State shall provide free transportation 
to the nearest school or provide free 
residential school facilities. 

 Private schools shall admit at least 25% of 
the children in their schools without any 
fee. 

 The National Commission for Elementary 
Education shall be constituted to monitor 
all aspects of elementary education 
including quality. 

None of the above mentioned feature was 
told by respondents for sending children to 
government school which is very 
demoralizing. 
According to Poorest Areas Civil Society 
(PACS),an initiative of the UK Government’s 
Department for International Development, 
only87% of elementary school aged children 
actually attend school, and the drop in 
enrolment from Primary to Upper Primary is 
high- on average, 52% of children drop out 
after class 5. Dropout rates are especially 
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high for children from socially excluded 
groups: 54% of children from Scheduled 
Castes, 59% of children from Scheduled 
tribes and Muslim communities, and 63% of 
children with disabilities drop out between 
these levels. (www.pacsindia.org/projects 
/education) 

Table 5: Do Parents help Child in Study. 

 

88% (44) of respondents interviewed didn’t 
help their children in the studies either they 
went to tuitions or did self study, only 12 %( 
6) of them were engaged with their children 
in academics at home.  

From cradle to career family engagement is 
necessary for children success in school. 
Research suggests that family engagement 
promotes a range of benefits for students, 
including improved school readiness, higher 
student achievement, better social skills and 
behavior, and increased likelihood of high 
school graduation (Dearing, E et al., 2004). 

The primary care taker will be giving the 
guidance and support to the children and 
hence parents have the responsibility 
towards their own children (H.Akhtar, S. 
2007). Parents are the first teachers to their 
own children. Parents have an important role 
in helping their child during the early years 
(Simmons et al., 1981). During the 
elementary education parents have a vital 
role in bringing up their children and 
encourage them to go to school. Hence, 

parents should aware about the benefits and 
the provision of RTE act so that it will be 
helpful for the children to get education 
(Aziz, M. G. (2013).  

The respondents were completely unaware 
when asked about the following questions:- 
 Do you know child cannot be denied 

admission in a school for lack of AGE 
PROOF 

 Do you know child is not subjected to any 
PHYSICAL PUNISHMENT OR MENTAL 
HARASSMENT in school 

 Do you know that children of 
ECONOMICALLY WEAKER SECTION of the 
society can get admission under 25% 
reservations in class1 of private schools 

 Do you know about SCHOOL 
MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE and 50% 
reservation of women members in SMC 

 Do you know that lack of TRANSFER 
CERTIFICATION shall not be grounds for 
denying or delaying admission to child 

 Do you know that no school or person 
shall collect CAPITATION FEE or subject a 
child to any SCREENING PROCEDURE 

 Do you know that school cannot EXPEL 
OR HELD BACK a child till the attainment 
of elementary education 

 Do you know that government has 
enacted an Act named Right to Free and 
Compulsory Education from 6-14 years of 
age which came in the year 2009 which is 
applicable in all government schools 

SECTION 5 of the RTE ACT provides children 
the right to seek transfer from a Government 
or Government aided school to another such 
school in order to complete elementary 
education and for immediate issue of 
Transfer Certificate to a child seeking 
admission to another school. It provides that 
delay in producing Transfer Certificate shall 
not be a reason for denying or delaying 
admission in another school. The provision 
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should lead to States instituting reform to 
remove procedural barrier to obtaining 
Transfer Certificates. 

SECTION 13 of the RTE ACT provides that no 
school or person shall collect capitation fee 
or subject a child to any screening 
procedure, and prescribes a penalty for 
contravention of these provisions. On the 
issue of screening procedure for admission, 
Government hade consultation with several 
private school Principals, and has since 
issued guidelines under SECTION 35(1). The 
objective of the provision of SECTION 13(1) 
read with section 2(o) is to ensure that 
school adopt an admission procedure that is 
non-discriminatory, rational and transparent, 
and that schools do not subject children and 
their parents to admission tests and 
interviews in order to decide whether they 
will admit a  child or not. SECTION 35(1) state 
that tests and interviews are generally a tool 
for profiling and eliminating children, and 
therefore screening to assess a child’s 
‘intelligence should be prohibited. 
Availability of equal opportunities for 
children belonging to different social and 
economic backgrounds will reinforce the 
idea of equality enshrined in our 
Constitution, and ensure that children are 
not discriminated on the basis of their social 
and economic background. The Guidelines 
also refer to the importance of moving 
towards composite classrooms with children 
from diverse backgrounds, rather than 
homogeneous and exclusivist schools: 
heterogeneity and diversity in classrooms 
lead to greater inter-learning, respect for 
differences, tolerance and creativity. 

SECTION 14 of the RTE ACT seeks to provide 
for proof of age certificate of a child and that 
admission cannot be denied in its absence. 
Often children and their parent often have to 
run from pillar to post to obtain age proof. 

Thus, other documents can be deemed to be 
proof of age of the child for the purposes of 
admission in schools. Examples of other 
documents are 

 ANM register record 

 Anganwadi record 

 Declaration of age of the child by the 
parent or the guardian. 

State Governments will identify documents, 
which may be in the form of affidavits or 
certificates that can be used for determining 
the age of the child for admission and 
suitably provide for them in the delegated 
legislation. CLAUSE 14 (2) however, makes it 
explicit that since the child has a right to 
education, that right cannot be denied for 
lack of age proof. Therefore, admission 
would be given even in the absence of age 
proof, while an appropriate document of age 
proof would be simultaneously be acquired. 

SECTION 15 of the RTE ACT prohibits schools 
from denial of admission to a child, 
irrespective of the time in the academic year 
in which admission is sought. Admission of 
the child in a school is a fundamental right 
and it cannot be denied at any point of time. 

SECTION 16 of the RTE ACT prohibits holding 
back and expulsion of a child from school till 
the attainment of elementary education. The 
RTE ACT provides for putting in place a 
Continuous and Comprehensive Evaluation 
procedure- a procedure that will be non-
threatening, releases the child from fear and 
trauma of failure and enables the teacher to 
pay individual attention to the child’s 
learning and performance. 

SECTION 17 of the RTE ACT prohibits any 
child being subjected to physical 
punishment or mental harassment. Physical 
punishment and mental trauma are counter- 
productive, and may cause a child to become 
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even more defiant and rebellious than 
before. Article 39(f) of the constitution of 
India states: 

Art 39(f): ‘The state shall ensure that children 
are given opportunities to develop in a healthy 
manner and in conditions of freedom and 
dignity and that childhood and youth are 
protected against exploitation and against 
moral and material abandonment’. There is 
explicit use of the word ‘dignity’ in Article 
39(f). It is not conceivable for dignity and 
punishment to co-exist. 

The provision given in National Policy on 
Education 1986/1992 and the UNCRC Article 
19 ban corporal punishment and mental 
harassment 
SECTION 21 of the RTE ACT provides for 
constitution and functions of a School 
Management Committee in certain 
categories of schools. It has a very important 
role in realizing the goals of Right to 
Education. The SMC should consist of the 
following members: 

 Parents or the guardians of the 
children studying in the school 

 Teachers  
 Elected representatives of the local 

authority 
Three fourth (75%)  members of the SMC 
from the parents/ guardians. Out of these 
50% must be women. Depending on the 
percentage of children from the weaker 
section and disadvantaged groups in 
schools, the parents will be represented in 
the SMC. 
Rest one fourth (25%) will be as: (1/3rd local 
authorities; 1/3rd school teachers; 1/3rd 
academicians/students) 
The reason for setting up such committee is 
that if the community has to be involved in 
the vast school system of the country, and if 
the parents are to be recognized as primary 
stakeholders in the education of their 

children, they must be involved in a 
meaningful manner in the monitoring and 
management of schools. 
Key functions of the SMC are: 
1. Making School Development Plan as per 

the RTE guidelines/norms 
2. Management of school 
3. Supervising and supporting 

implementation of SDP 
4. Monitoring of finance, management, 

academic progress, distribution of 
entitlements and other functions 

5. Ensuring accountability and transparency 
in the system through the social audit 
mechanism 

6. Keeping proper accounts of the fund 
available and sharing its deployment and 
utilization with all members. 

7. Creating and maintaining an educational 
database 

8. Coordinating with the local authority, 
generating funds from other sources for 
development of schools. 

9. Monitoring academic progress of the 
children 

10. Instituting social audit mechanism and 
processes to bring transparency in the 
system and ensure universal 
participation. 

To sum up, it can be stated that the 
outcomes of the study reveals a shocking 
situation. It is very clear from the results that 
level of awareness of RTE act among parents 
of students belonging to QUTUBPUR Slum of 
Daliganj Ward of Lucknow is extremely low 
and government departments took no 
initiative in creating awareness on RTE Act. 
The study supporting to the paper shows 
that study when conducted in Delhi slum 
speaks out that 88% of the parents were not 
aware about the RTE act 2009. There should 
be awareness program for the RTE act for the 
better knowledge to the people in the slum 
(Uma., 2013).  
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 The implementation of right to education 
act was not sufficient, the proper 
implementation and consistent monitoring 
were important for the success rates of the 
acts (Uma., 2013). If the act is not 
implemented properly then the children 
won’t be benefited. The elected members 
are not aware about the RTE acts, so the 
awareness programs to the people in the 
locality will be poor. Therefore, government 
officers and local authorities should take 
initiatives for the awareness programs 
(Nayak, B. K. 2012). The RTE act says that it is 
the responsible of the parent to admit the 
children in the elementary school. But when 
the parents are ignorant about the act how 
will they will be engaging or encouraging 
the children to go to school. 

The potential of the RTE depends a great 
deal on the advocacy and mobilization 
campaigns initiated by government, and the 
ability of parents and children to understand 
and exercise their new role relationships as 
far as elementary education is concerned. A 
study conducted explained about the forge 
partnership between states, voluntary 
agencies, parents, and other stakeholders. 
Therefore, there is a long road for the 
stakeholders to understand their rights. The 
parents also see the benefits of getting the 
child for an elementary education so that the 
parents should get proper awareness 
regarding the RTE act and their benefits to 
their children. Out of the total sample no one 
knows about the right to education act (S, O. 
S., 2013).  

Suggestions 
1. The finding clearly state that RTE act 
cannot be properly implemented without 
the awareness of parents. Orientation 
programmes for parents and guardians 
should be arranged. When parents know 
about their rights, they would avail the 

services and opportunities provided under 
RTE act.  
2. School authorities should also organize 
different orientation programmes, 
workshops and seminars for giving 
knowledge of provisions and features of RTE 
act to parents 
3. Consistent monitoring is important for the 
success rates of the acts.  
4. The potential of the RTE depends a great 
deal on the advocacy and mobilization 
campaigns initiated by government, and the 
ability of parents and children to understand 
and exercise their new role relationships as 
far as elementary education is concerned.  
5.  Spread awareness through mass media 
like Television, Radio, advertisements, 
banners, pamphlets, and newspapers. 
6.  Training to elected members of village, 
Taluk and Zilla panchayaths on School 
Management Committee and other 
provisions of act. 
7.  To encourage parent and broader 
community participation in school 
monitoring and decision-making the ACT 
makes provision for schools to form a School 
Management Committee (SMC) with at least 
75% of parents of children in the school of 
which fifty percent are to be mothers. 
8.  Community participation in implementing 
RTE Act is very necessary as the communities 
can have a positive impact on school 
effectiveness. Whatever research is available 
on community engagement show that 
communities active role in school 
improvement often leads to many positive 
outcomes including improved student 
achievement. When schools involve families 
in positive ways, rather than labeling them as 
problems, such schools can easily be 
transformed from places where only some 
students flourish to one where all children 
do well (IOWA, 2007). 
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9. Community members, especially parents, 
can contribute in the following respects: 
• Support in preparing school development 
plan and implementation of the same 
• Bridge the distance between the school and 
block/district authorities by representing the 
school at various platforms 
• Volunteer to spend time with children in 
schools and teach variety of skills 
• Help teachers perform their job better by 
supporting them in material development, 
supporting teachers in distribution of 
materials to groups, helping children to learn 
various crafts, musical instruments and other 
skills available in the community etc. 
• Work as support teachers when teacher 
goes on leave 
10. Capacity development of school 
management bodies. These committees are 
best positioned to ensure that the Act is 
implemented effectively. The committees 
however require capacity development to 
understand their roles and responsibilities as 
well as a grievance redressal system. Skills 
such as budget tracking can help in ensuring 
that the budget allocated to a school is 
utilized effectively. The committees can also 
make sure that there are no barriers for 
children belonging to different social groups. 
NGOs can play a significant role to empower 
such committees 

Conclusion 
Alexander Pope has rightly said ―Legislation 
is only the first step; the real step is execution.ǁ 
Kapil Sibal, the Union Human Resource 
Development Minister said on the historic 
event of bringing RTE Act into effect. ― for 
the first time, education will become a 
constitutional right. It is a tryst with destiny 
in the area of education.ǁ He alleged it was 
the accountability of all the stakeholders to 
effectively implement it. He further added 
―But to think that we have passed a law and 

all children will get educated is not right. 
What we have done is preparing a 
framework to get quality education. It is for 
the entire community to contribute and 
participate in this national endeavor. 
 Currently a school is viewed as an alien 
body, owned by the government and that 
the common people / parents have no say in 
it’s functioning. This perception needs to be 
corrected. School should be viewed as one of 
the most important institutions of society. 
School and society have to be organically 
linked since both play important roles in the 
development of the child. For community 
members to effectively participate in 
supporting schools and play a catalytic role 
in improving the education of their children, 
they need to be sensitized about the 
following: 
• That the implementation of RTE requires a 
comprehensive understanding of the system 
and the reasons for its inefficiency. That SMC 
members (and parents) are in a unique 
position to initiate a turnaround in the 
current situation. 
• They will be able to fulfill this historic role 
only by equipping themselves with a sound 
knowledge of governance. It is imperative to 
act or intervene from an organized 
authoritative position. 
To play the game, the rules of the game have to 
be understood. 
• They must know about the system of 
governance of public education - how the 
schools should function; how the education 
in the schools should be organized; where 
the funds come from; who is responsible for 
what; who to be approached for which 
problem, and so on. 
• They must also know about; classroom 
learning, the relationship of school and the 
society. They need to know about the child 
learning process, the role of the teacher in 
the learning process, how the teachers’ 
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attitude impacts the learning of the child as 
well as her / his overall development, etc. 
• Public money (tax-payers money) is used 
for developing public services including 
schools. The community is justified in 
demanding optimum utilization of the 
resources for the maximum good. These 
public institutions are accountable to the 
public. 
• SMC is responsible for everything that 
would have an influence on the efficiency 
and the quality of the school system. 
Data and feedback from respondents raises 
several issues that need to be addressed for 
effective implementation of the RTE Act. 
Some of these can be resolved through legal 
recourse or policy changes; others will need 
to be addressed as the Act is rolled out. 
While the ultimate responsibility of 
providing education rests with the 
Government, as enshrined in the 
Constitution, it is evident that the 

Government‘s efforts alone will not be 
sufficient to provide good quality education 
to all. It is not possible for any one 
organization to address all the concerns 
related to the implementation of the RTE Act, 
but it is possible to address these through 
collaborative efforts. 
Scope for further research 
The findings do not reflect the status of 
implementation of Right to Education Act all 
throughout the state of Haryana. However, 
the findings do focus on some important 
issues relating to the functional part of the 
Act. In future, further researches can be 
undertaken by enlarging sample size. 
Present study can help the future researchers 
in getting first hand information for further 
explorations as well as help state officials to 
seriously look into the implementation of the 
RTE Act towards providing quality 
elementary education to all children 
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