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Abstract 

The study of a settlement has a prime importance in geography because any settlement 
reflects not only physical appearance of houses and the circulatory system but also shows 
socio-cultural and economic dimensions of the society. The environmental conditions of the 
area provide a base for such human habitation. The poor economic conditions of village 
dwellers are made due to lack of resources, employment opportunities and 
entrepreneurships. The agriculture is the mainstay of people of the village but it is in 
subsistence form. The tribal community is a larger group of society in the village in which the 
Gond tribe has a larger size of population and is struggling to achieve employment 
opportunities and entrepreneurships in light of IGN Tribal University. The settlement is 
emerged as an important service centre of higher education with the establishment of the 
university in this backward region of Madhya Pradesh. The village is selected to the study as 
a whole in settlement geography that covers various geographical aspects such as evolution 
and growth, morphology, ground plan and structure of houses and the society and culture. 
The study will be helpful for human geographers, anthropologists, rural and regional 
planners and the local body governance. 
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1. Introduction 
The present paper is an attempt to study in 
rural geography that includes the study of 
social, economic, settlement morphology 
and structure of houses. It refers the pattern 
of settlement in the area. It may be 
recognised by their landscape characteristics 
as countryside. ‘Human  settlement  is  a  very  

important element of cultural landscape. It 
shows the interrelationship between 
environment and human being and 
indicates their physical prosperity’ (Tiwari, 
2009, p. 107). Unlike many other fields of 
geographical investigation, rural settlement 
is relatively less studied by geographers but 
at  present  the  changing  scenario  as   social  
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and demographic structure of village 
settlements is attracting most attention 
(Knowles and Wareing, 2007, p. 257).  
Settlements are studied and described in 
settlement geography as the establishment 
in the past and interpretation of human 
settling at present (Singh, 2008, p.7). Village 
is a settled part and is the nuclei of mauza 
(revenue village) and that is a very 
impartment place in terms of socio-
economic activities and circulatory system 
(Tiwari, 2009, p.70). The village study is 
concerned with the geographical 
perspective that refers the relationship with 
natural environment and human society. The 
village is located in tribal inhabited region of 
Maikal range of Madhya Pradesh and has 
importance as a centre of higher education 
and research with the establishment of a 
central university in its land that is affecting 
the rural society and culture as well as 
economic activities in multifarious ways but 
the village still carries out its old tradition 
also. The building construction style is 
related with climatic conditions, socio-
cultural norms, agricultural activity and 
locally available construction materials. The 
settlement is developed on available suitable 
space and divided into mohallas that reflects 
historic development and social segregation. 
Total population of the village is 1216 
(excluding population of the university) and 
the sex ratio is 958 females per thousand 
males that is higher than the national level 
and state level. 
Study Area 
The village is located at 220 47 ׀  44.51 ׀׀   
latitude and 810 44 ׀  36.44 ׀׀   longitude and the 
average elevation is 3020 feet above msl. It 
comes in the vicinity of Amarkantak, the 
place is known for origin of holly river 
Narmda. The village is in the jurisdiction of 
Pusprajgarh tehsil of Anuppur district (MP). 
Lalpur village came into limelight with the 

construction of a newly established central 
university, Indira Gandhi Notational Tribal 
University, Amarkantak (2008) in its mauza 
(revenue village). The village is located at the 
proximity to Chhattisgarh boarder and is 
connected with Podaki to Pendra road 
(Gaurella) by road. The site of Lalpur is 
concerned with the relationship between a 
dwelling or group of dwellings and the 
immediate physical environment. The village 
is dominated by tribal community and the 
surrounding villages that are also dominated 
by Gond and Baiga tribes namely Podaki, 
Bijauri, Saindoor khar, Barsot, Harra Tola, Farri 
Semar, Sarhakona, etc. The office of the 
village panchayat is located in the centre of 
the village having local administrative 
function in democratic system along with a 
primary school and aganwadi centre in the 
same campus in Gothiyana mohalla which is 
presently known as school tola. The surface 
configuration of the village is made up with 
two types of topographic features, i.e, (i.) 
Dadar (mound shape dry point location 
where the settlement is developed) and (ii.) 
Jalda (waterlogged and flood affected area 
of river Johila that comes under the 
cultivation). The soils follow the property of 
parent rock’s material that found in the 
mauza viz. Sihra (stony and red soil lie on 
upper areas) and Kanhar (alluvial fertile soils 
in low lying areas).  The total population of 
the village is 810 persons in which 412 are 
males and 398 females. Thus, the sex ratio of 
the village is 966 while the sex ratio of age 06 
is considerable low, i.e., 764. It happened due 
to rapid transformation of tribal society, 
attitude and village life. The overall sex ratio 
of scheduled caste and tribes is favourable to 
the females. Scheduled tribes are constituted 
52.22% to the total population of the village 
while the scheduled castes having minimum 
proportion, i.e., 1.23%. The literacy rate 
among the village dwellers is 53%. The total 
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work participation is 55% in which 94% are 
main workers and rest 06% are marginal 
workers. The agricultural labourers are 
constituted a major proportion the total 
workers, i.e., 84.3% followed by cultivators 
10.76% and other workers 4.48% while there 
is no representation workers in household 
industries in the village (Census, 2011).  

Objectives  
 To explain the process and factors that 

shapes the village morphology.  
 To describe ground plan and structure of 

houses in terms of physico-cultural 
attributes. 

 To highlight the main problems and 
prospects of the village. 

Data Base and Methodology 
The study is mainly based on primary field 
based study while secondary sources of data 
for relevant information has also been used. 
The primary survey is based on observation 
and participatory research. The open ended 
discussion made with the village dwellers 
especially with senior people. Descriptive 
method has been used in the study to 
understand morphology of the village and 
the housing structure and established the 
relationship between society and their 
environment. The study made systematic 
interpretation of geographical facts with 
cause and effect also. GPSMAP 76CSx is used 
for taking co-ordinates at different points of 
the village. The various relevant 
photographs have been taken from the 
village during the field study by Nikon 12 mp 
camera. The Google image is cropped 
through access of internet updated in 
December 2013 for the preparation of maps.  

Ethnic composition of the population 
Table 1 shows the ethnic composition of 
population of the village that reflects the 
eight communities are residing in the village. 

Table 1: Ethnic composition of the 
population and sex ratio of Lalpur village 
Panchayat (it constituted with two villages, 
i.e., Lalpur and Bhamariya) 
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1. Gond ST
 

297 310 607 1044 

2. Panika ST
 

75 70 145 933 

3. Agariya ST
 

11 14 25 1273 

4. Ahir O
BC

 

213 178 391 836 

5. 
Jogi 

(Goswa
mi) 

O
BC

 
06 03 09 500 

6. Lodhi O
BC

 

01 01 02 1000 

7. Banjara O
BC

 

13 13 26 1000 

8. Charm
kar SC

 

05 06 11 1200 

 
Total/ 

sex 
ratio 

- 621 595 1216 958 

Source: Anganwadi Centre, Lalpur, 2014. 

The major proportion of population has 
tribal communities, i.e., 64% to the total 
population in which only Gond tribe stands 
position with 50% population in the village 
and 78.12% to the tribal population followed 
by Panika tribe (18.66%) and Agariya (3.21%). 
The 35% population to the total belongs to 
other backward categories that is 
constituted with four communities which are 
Ahir, Goswami, Banjara and Lodhi. The Ahir 
community have 32.15% to total population 
of the village while 91% to the backward 
category. Rest 1% population belongs to 
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Charmkar community that comes under 
scheduled castes. Table 1 also shows that the 
sex ratio of the village which Gond, 
Charmkar and Agariya communities have 
favourable sex ratio to females, i.e., 1044, 
1200 and 1273females per thousand males 
while Banjara and Lodhi communities reflect 
balance sex ratio, i.e., 1000. Rest of the 
communities are having unfavourable sex 
ratio to females such as 933 among the 
Panika tribe, 836 in Ahirs and most 
unfavourable in Goswami community, i.e., 
500. The Gond community is aboriginal of 
the village while others are migrated from 
different places like Ahirs from Pondi, Panika 
from Dindori, Agariya from Venkat nagar, 
Jogi from Rewa. The 60% to the total 
population are migrated from Pondi (located 
at the distance of 5 km along the SH 9) and 
rest from other places. The people attracted 
from different origin places due to 
availability of land and less size of population 
in Lalpur. The migration from Pondi was 
initiated due to the exploitation of people by 
rulers of Rewa state. They stayed at Pondi 
during the visit of Amarkantak and Pendra 
and the people of Pondi were used as palqui 
bears by the kings to the places of visit and 
the people also exploited in many ways like 
begari (unpaid works). Thus, people 
gradually shifted to Lalpur and they utilised 
the land resource for grazing and cultivation. 

Nomenclature 
Nomenclature of the village has different 
identity in surrounding area because most of 
the names of the villages are related to 
vegetation, topographic location and 
animals. About the village Lalpur, people 
have three different opinion such as the 
word literally constituted with two words, 
i.e., Lal (son) and pur (settlement) means 
settlement of brave sons. According to 
second opinion, Lal means red and pur is 

usually used for settlement, it means 
residential place in red soil area that is 
abundant on dry point locations while other 
persons said that the settlement constituted 
by five families in the beginning and all the 
members of five families were killed by tiger 
except a child. Thus, land became red by the 
bloods of killed persons. After that the village 
is known as Lalpur, the settlement of red 
blooded land.        

Evolution and Growth (spatio-temporal 
change) 
 The present location of the village is 
affected by its topography. This location is a 
dry point and well drained location between 
low land of river Johila and Cantur nala and 
the Maikal range. The range is covered with 
Sal forest but it is widely affected by the 
process of deforestation and soil erosion. The 
present location of the village was covered 
with dense forest and many willed animals 
like bear, leopard, tiger, jackal, wolf, fox and 
syar, etc. were moving in this area. The 
pioneer settlement was developed in low 
lying area of river Johila and it gradually 
shifted towards present location due to 
occurrences of flood in this area and the 
removal of forest at dry point location. The 
earlier settlers were selected the site for 
settlement on the bank of river Johila 
because of availability of water and 
cultivable land. Initially, there were 4-5 
families in the village at that time. During the 
shifting of dwellings towards dadar (upper 
dry part), the site was lies between river bank 
of Johila and dadar. The present location of 
the village took place 150 years ago with the 
removal of dense forest southward. The 
selection of this site was made by better 
topographical feature and more useful in all 
weather conditions. ‘Settlements have 
gradually grown up and evolved over a long 
period of time and by studying the site, 



5 
 

pattern and arrangement of settlements we 
can see something of the history of man’s 
exploitation of the surrounding land’ (Leong 
and Morgan, 1982, p.43).  

Morphology of the Village (socio-spatial 
organisation of the settlement 
‘Settlements reflect not only man’s response 
to his environment but also the religious and 
social customs of his society’ (Leong and 
Morgan, 1982, p.43). ‘The rural areas are 
dominated by open countryside, extensive 
land uses, relatively low population 
densities, and simple mode of life’ (Husain, 
2006, p. 321). ‘Internal arrangement of lanes, 
houses, with varied relationship, provides 
another aspect named as settlement 
morphology (Singh, 2006, p.203). Settlement 
morphology may describe in three ways- 
physical, social and functional. The village 
Lalpur is divided into five mohallas such as 
Dongari (jangal) Tola, Gothiyana (head of the 
village the mohalla presently that is 
constituted with School Tola and Manjhe 
Tola), Jaipal Tola and Bharra (deposition of 
boulders, pebbles and silt) Tola (lie in the 
north of Gaurella road) and Bazaar Tola 
(newly development along the Gaurella 
road). The size of Lalpur is affected with the 
increase of population and gradual 
development.                        

 
Figure1: Google earth image updated in 
December, 2013. 

Village form involves consideration of the 
relationship between one dwelling and 
another and the patterns formed by various 

arrangements of houses and buildings. The 
topography has played a vital role in the 
histogenetic evolution and patternogenesis 
of the settlement. The Gothiyana mohalla is 
the nuclei of the village because the house of 
Gothiya is located there. Gothiya was the 
head of the village who was elect by the 
village dwellers on the basis of prosperity 
and power. Who was very strong person 
than present Sarpanch because each and 
every person of the village was bound to 
follow his decisions. Gothiya was able to 
punish culpate and also help to poor person 
during the unfavourable conditions. This 
mohalla is inhabited by Gonds because the 
Gothiya belonged to this community and 
two families of Jogi community also live in 
this area. The central mohalla of Lalpur is 
Gothiyana and other mohallas are located in 
the surroundings such as Bharra Tola 
(inhabited by most of the village 
communiyies such as Gonds, Ahir, Panika, 
Banjara and Lodhi) in the east and is 
separated by a natural seasonal drain, 
Dongari Tola (inhabited by Gonds and Ahirs) 
in the west and Jaipal Tola (Ahir and Panika) 
in the south. The Pandan Tola is the part of 
Jaipal Tola and is associated with religious 
people which is inhabited by Ahirs only. The 
morphology of the village reflects the 
concentration of houses in separate 
mohallas but distance in between houses 
found every house as it consists of badi 
which is common feature and has root from 
great tribal tradition. It also affected by its 
scare of resources in the surroundings that 
help to produce coarse grain, vegetables and 
fruits. The community wise concentration is 
found in separate mohallas that reflects the 
social segregation. The social space more or 
less similar due to the most of the village 
dwellers of all community engaged in 
primary economic activities. The 
arrangement of houses in the village found 
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along the main road and secondary streets 
bifurcated from the main road. The main 
road of the village is semi-pucca because it 
made by granite bounders and solum still 
and very few patches of streets are pucca. 

 
Plate 1: The view of newly compact houses 
along the pucca street and the backsides 
space of each house fall under very small 
badi that also shows the lack of space for 
traditional construction and badi. 

Badi and its Socio-economic Importance 
It is a fenced compound that is extended in 
backside of every house. It is fenced by either 
jatropha (source of biodiesel) plant or Sal 
woods. The average size of badi is 40-50 
decimal. The badi consists of koliya or koliki 
(a separate small part where bathroom is 
constructed which is surrounded from three 
sides by cloths/ racks in open area and the 
rest adjoining part of koliya is used to grow 
of chillies, tomatoes and coriander leaves 
while rest part of badi is a open space where 
two types of crops grow such as kharif 
(maize, groundnut, red gram and soya) and 
ravi (mustered only depends upon duration 
of rainfall). The pulses like red and black 
gram (cajanus cajan and vignamungo) sown 
with maize. The vegetables (cucumbers, 
pumpkin, gourd and ridge gourd and beans) 
grow in rainy season while A few fruits plants 
and trees can be seen in the badi fruits like 
papaya (carica papaya), guava (psidium 
guajava) and mango (magnifera indica) 

available in according to its season. All the 
badi are not rich in terms of fruits and 
vegetables.  The lack of water is main 
obstruction to grow crops or vegetables in 
summer season. Lakadyani (place of fire 
woods) is also associated with the home and 
badi and its location is affected by the 
nearness of kitchen and availability of 
suitable place. A machan of woods also 
made in the badi for the collection of paddy’s 
paira.  

Ground Plan and Structure of Houses 
(physico-cutural elements) 
The most common feature of the human 
dwellings is the rectangular plan having 
windowless mud walls, wattle walls; among 
tribal’s, tilled or thatched, with a low 
opening, often crammed with meagre 
equipments, fuel and fodder and serves as 
store, living and bedroom or even a cattle 
fold’ (Singh, 2006, p.260). First of all, the 
bagai/ dora (thin rope) bind with wooden 
pegs at four corners in open ground. If the 
measurement would be equal, the making 
process of house will start. The houses of the 
village made rectangular in shape in which 
length of house is made along the street and 
width relatively less extent inside. There is 
miner difference between length and width 
as 45 x 37 feet. If the courtyard is small in 
size, it will be extended in east-west 
direction also. Most of the houses of the 
village are made chandravedi (north-south) 
due to the monsoon winds that come from 
west to east through the Narmada valley. In 
the chandravedi construction of houses get 
first beam from sun in front of the house. It is 
necessary to kill the germs in houses and free 
from the moisture. The ancestors of the 
village were aware with the environmental 
conditions and made their houses at proper 
location and the ground plan and structure 
of houses also followed it. The size of built-
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up area of the houses is more or less equal 
except some cases like larger family size and 
prosperity. Every house consists of 3-4 bed 
rooms, store room, bungla (sitting room), 
majghara (main building of the house), 
parchhati (inner veranda along the 
majghara), parchainyan (extended shed 
supported by wood pillers) and the cattle 
shed.  Majghara made up 15, 22.5, 30 feet 
long and width 9, 12, 15 feet and height 10.5 
to 14.5 feet which is a prominent part of any 
house. Majghara consist 1-3 rooms as per 
family size. It is made as double storey 
(pathua or pataw) but unlike modern double 
storey buildings, it is less in height and is 
used only as stores of domestic goods. If 
water seepage takes place from the roof 
during rainy days which also check water 
drops initially.  The stairs made inside the 
room in a suitable corner to reach upon it. 
Parchhati is made 6-7 feet wide along the 
Majghara inside of courtyard that is 
associated part of it and has important place 
in the house morphology. The sides of the 
Parchhati used as kitchen while rest part 
used as dining space. It also used to sleep. 
Parchhainyas are less wide (4-5 feet) made 
along with parchhati. The angana (courtyard) 
generally found in mid of the house and 
surrounded by walls; and verandas have 
sufficient space for gathering of family 
members and guests during socio-cultural 
functions and ritual ceremonies such as 
marriage, worship, dasgatra, singing and 
dancing with the local musical instruments 
on happy occasions. The space use for taking 
sunlight in the winter season, children play 
in that open space. The paddy crushing, 
drying the grains, corn, bhajies, pulses, peas, 
vegetables, chunks, etc. Another small 
courtyard is found in-front of the house. The 
extension parts of roofing surrounding the 
houses which is supported by wooden pillars 
that is called aroti (porch). It required for the 

protection of walls from rain and bina (plate 
form) made for the sitting, gossiping and 
meeting with the people. Aroti made around 
the houses with four corners which is called 
champar. It shows the area comes under 
heavy rainfall during the monsoon season. 
The location of water pots in house depends 
upon the slope and flush of water, especially 
made in north or west while the washroom is 
totally absent in the house because of it is 
based on the concept of purity of home from 
dirty water, protect the mud walls by 
moisture and free from water logging and 
mosquito. Thus, bathroom made in the kolki/ 
kuliya close to the gate which opens in badi.  
The bathroom is made in open sky and 
surrounded by rugs and cloths from three 
sides. Both sides of the inner courtyard also 
made as verandas and are used as either 
kothi (store room of paddy) or kitchen. And 
one and half feet height of mud strip/ 
platform in veranda made either along with 
the rooms or wall. Paddy store in wooden 
rack that made up at some height in kothi 
while open space under which is used either 
as store of floor, pulses, salt, utensils, etc. or 
place of deity God and Goddess. 

 
Figure 2: The ground plan of Gond’s house  
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Windows are absent in houses due to 
security reason only one byala (ventilation) is 
made in the kitchen wall which opens in 
inner courtyard. The gates of bungla are 
almost made in front each other. The gates 
are made relatively small and low height (5 
feet) due to protection from rainfall. Simple 
wooden gates are found in each and every 
house while sometimes seen designed gates.  

 Plate2 (a): Front view of the traditional 
Gond house. 

Plate 2 (b): Inner courtyard of the same 
house.

 
Plate-3 (a) View of badi shows the lakadyani.                       

 
Plate-3 (b) View of the badi with Jatropha 
fencing and the place of disposal of cow 
dung.                                

Plate 4(a): Slightly modified house with 
small windows.  

 
Plate 4(b): Modified house with the 
construction of cemented walls, plateform 
and designed gate.                                                  

The wooden structure of houses is prepared 
initially by mudka (pillar), myanr (garters), 
patiya (long garters), churlas (relatively small 
pillar set on mid of myanrs), kadaiti (balli), 
chaili and pegs. Mudka (pillars) are made 4 
feet, myanr (garters) join pillars across width 
the house and the patiya (long garters) 
covers whole length of the house and it 
supported by churlas fitted on the myanr in 
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mid at 3-4 places. The kadaiti (balli) are the 
first layer of roofing and second layer made 
by chaili at cross the ballies that are made by 
the relatively thin woods that are separated 
from mid by tangiya (axe). All the wooden 
structure of houses fitted with each other by 
holes in garters and patiyas while upper 
parts of pillars made thin for the fitting in 
these holes. Churlas made thin in both sides 
for the fitting in myanr and main patiya. The 
ballies are fitted with patiyas by wooden 
pegs. The roofing material is mud tiles while 
some houses having thatching of moa grass. 
Khapada (local made mud tiles) are made by 
special technique. The tiles made by Sihari 
soil which is found in plain areas. The soil 
prepared with mixture of straw and pyanr, its 
moisture and mix process is taken minimum 
two days. Pillars are erected from two feet 
dig hole in land because the land is solid and 
made up of stones and red soil while the 
mud wall made from half feet depth. These 
walls are made independently within the 
wooden structure and sometime the 
wooden pillars are capped by the mud walls. 
The total load of the houses is upon the 
wooden pillars because the mud wall are 
unable to take this load because of the soil of 
the area is very poor in cementing that made 
cracks and thickness of the walls made only 
one feet with well prepared mud.   

 
Plate 5: View of wooden structure of roofing 
of the house. 

A very neat and clean with smooth flour and 
wall plastering of kutcha houses made by 
village dwellers/ tribal people. The locally 
available material used in the construction of 
houses in the whole village. The Sal (shorea 
robusta) and Saj (terminalia elliptica) woods 
are mainly used in the houses. These woods 
play an important role in the construction of 
houses in the area because the total 
structure made by hard woods from pillar to 
roof. The walls made up of mud which is 
known is sajalmati that is prepared with 
mixing  and decomposing of pual of paddy 
and cow dung in soil up to two days. The 
width of walls decreases with the increases 
height from one and half feet at plinth and a 
foot at roof. The wall protected with the 
plaster of clay from both sides which also 
prepared same process and material. It is 
made smooth by ramda (wood made 
equipment). The plaster again protect with 
cow dung after that it white washed with 
chhuai mitti (white colour soil) found as 
calcium oxide or chalk in the area. Some 
deigned strips made by red soil that is 
prepared by burned red and yellow soils.  
Rural culture is rooted from traditional way 
of life. It is connected with the nature and 
primary economic activity such as 
agricultural. Many common festivals are 
celebrated in this area while hariyali and 
chherta are specific festival. Chaura are 
worship places of God/Goddess where 
people worship at large amount in the 
beginning of seeding season of crops in 
every year. These are located in the 
periphery of the village. The poverty and the 
hardships of livelihood of people are the 
main reason to less engagement in religious 
activities. The places are related with Bada 
Dev (God Shankar), Thakur Dev (Son of 
Brahma), Guru Maharaj (Shiddh Baba), Gaon 
Gosain, Marai Mata and Satti Dai while some 
specific God/Goddess are placed in home 
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that are Buda Dev (ancestors), Dulha-Dulhi 
(man and women) any specific place in 
house is devoted and Dwarpal Narayan (God 
of home security) fixed at the entry gate of 
the of the house. People worship during the 
Ramnavami of Chaitra (April). Hariyali is most 
important local festival in the area that is 
celebrated by all people on the occasion of 
seeding of crops in the fields. Khichdi (festival 
on winter solstice) is celebrated with 
different types of songs and dances such as 
Saila (by males), Sua (by female) and Karma 
(by both male and female). 

Economic Activities 
The poor economic conditions are 
predominated in this area due to lack of 
resources; and poor agricultural activities is 
determined by both physical and socio-
economic factors including low fertility of 
soil and the dependency on rainfall. Mair 
(fields) lie in three sides of the village except 
hill side. People plough the fields through 
naagar. The Kharif crops (paddy, maize, 
oilseeds: ramtilla, soya and til) are mostly 
grown in this area but in some parts of low 
lying areas are able to produce Ravi crops 
(oilseeds: mustered). The old agricultural 
practice and lack of land is the main 
obstruction in the development of modern 
methods of its production. The availability of 
water for irrigation from Johila dam is 
insufficient and covers less part agricultural 
land of the village. The undulation of land is 
another factor is responsible for improper 
development of land under agricultural 
activities. The irrigation tax of canal is very 
high than the production because of the 
officials of the irrigation department 
exploited innocent people of the village. The 
summer is very unfavourable to human 
being and animals due to lack of water. Thus, 
in the unavailability of water facility, there is 
less possibility to produce Jayad crops like 

vegetables and fruits in summer season. The 
dairy industry is less permissible due to 
grasses dry in summer season, water 
problem, straw is not produced because 
there is lack of wheat cultivation. The 
tendency of people is not developed to rear 
the milche cattle at home due to aforesaid 
causes and the lack of capital to invest. There 
is great problem people go to open 
defecation and bath in open on well or hand 
pump. The wells are used for water to 
domestic use, bathing and drinking and for 
animals. There are five wells in the village 
which are made at the marginal low lying 
areas of the village especially at bank of 
drains where water flows during the rainy 
season covered with fine sediments that 
made fertile land. Thus, people made field 
with the help of bunds where paddy grow 
abundantly. The wells were dug at 20-25 feet 
only because water table is near the surface 
that fluctuated from 5 (rainy season) to 20 
feet (summer season) but it is insufficient for 
irrigation due to lack of water retention in 
soil. Formerly, the wells were maintained by 
woods of doomar (ficus glomerata), jamun 
(eugenia jambolana), baheda (terminalia 
belerica) and sarai (shorea robusta) to check 
the soil creeping in the well. Presently all 
wells reformed and maintained by boulders 
and cement. The hand pumps are helpful as 
drinking water. Some of the hand pumps 
become dry in summer while their holes are 
made 250-300 feet deep. The most fertile 
land of the mauza has taken by the MP 
government and had given to the food 
corporation to produce crops that having 
facility of water of river Johila and cantur 
nala. The university campus is developed on 
157 ha out of that food corporation land.  
The useful water table is below 250 feet 
because of the layer of chobra soil found 
under the black soil at considerable depth.  
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Before, opening the university there were 
only two shops in the village that belong to 
kirana but at present there are 10 shops of 
different items like- kirana, vegetable, 
chicken shop, stationary, photocopy, sewing, 
barber, etc. A restaurant took place here. All 
these new shops took place along the 
Gaurela road because of the proximity to the 
university and getting benefit by transport 
route.  

Social and Economic facilities: 3 primary 
school, 1 sub-health centre with two staff 
member (nurse and ward boy), 5 kirana 
shops, 1 foot wear, 3 photocopy including 1 
photo studio, 1 vegetable, 1 tailor, 1 barber, 
1chiken shop and 2 restaurant. Apart from 
one fixed price shop of sahkari samiti that 
provides wheat, rice, kerosene, sugar and salt 
to the people belong to below poverty line. 

   
Plate-6 (a) Front view of primary school.    

 
Plate 6 (b): View of the building of Lalpur 
Panchayat. 

 
Plate 7 (a): Shops along the Gaurela road in  
Bazaar Tola.                

 
Plate 7 (b): A view of a small restaurant in 
the same place. 

Problems and Prospects 
The village is suffering from various 
problems regarding basic infrastructure like 
pucca road, potable water, electricity, 
healthcare facilities, community centre, 
employment, alcoholism, etc and also lack of 
irrigation facilities. The literacy figure and 
education of the village dwellers are less 
significant but with the establishment of 
university, it has possibility to get higher 
education and improve their quality of life. 
To grow the cash crops of vegetable and 
fruits which are the basic requirement of 
employees of the university and the 
construction companies. The dairy farm is 
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also required to supply the fresh milk that 
may develop in northern part of the village 
with the development of green grass in plain 
fields and fresh water through bore wells. 
Contour farming is quite necessary at slope. 
Crop combination method is also applicable 
for scientific cultivation. Irrigation may 
develop with the old method as wells at 
small level and tube wells for larger irrigation 
with large size of landholdings. Banjar bhumi 
(barren land) may develop as agricultural 
land as well as built environment with the 
construction of restaurants, hostels, parks 
and playgrounds. The area around the Johila 
dam may develop as grassland and dairy 
farm that comes under the jurisdiction of 
village panchayat Lalpur and Podaki. Some 
land may develop as Tribal museum that will 
be collected tribal artefacts, goods and 
equipments. It is necessary to develop a 
computer typing centres and cyber cafe to 
access the internet facility to the students of 
higher education. Private hostels will be a 
good accommodation of those students will 
not get hostels in the campus. The mess 
facilities will be another source of income 
those who engage in preparation and 
management of foods and breakfast items. 
Tea stall may enhance at the gate of the 
university. Bank should play a vital role in the 
development of the village economy with 
the providing easy loan for the development 
of commercial agriculture and allied 
activities and the entrepreneurship. Water 
source in the village will improve with the 
development of locally made wells. The 
consolidation of land is the need of 
cultivators because the field are dispersed of 
single owners who are unable to maintain 
and care of crops. The scientific cultivation 
and commercial crops helps to improve the 
productivity and the livelihood of people in 
sustainable form of development. Plantation 
of fruits will develop as per the suitable 

climate such as mango, guava, black berry, 
papaya and banana, amala, pear and the 
other citrus fruits. A health centre with better 
facilities is required for the treatment of 
patients of the villagers because at the 
distance of 20 kms only a health centre is 
located while university hospital may play a 
vital role in the surrounding village with the 
treatment at low cost. 

Concluding Remarks 
The settlement morphology and ground 
plan and structure of houses are 
representing the interrelationship with 
topographical features, environmental 
conditions and socio-cultural values of the 
inhabitants. Social space is organised more 
or less similar with the carrying tradition and 
socio-cultural values and engagement in 
primary economic activities. The 
constructions materials are used as locally 
available and making style fulfils the need of 
people of the village. Lack of resources 
caused various hardships in the life among 
the rural people due to more dependent on 
the agriculture and labourer.  

There are some prospects to develop 
production of vegetables, fruits and 
establishment of dairy with the extension of 
traditional and modern irrigation facility and 
electricity supply. The university became a 
major source of employment as daily wage 
labour to the surrounding villages including 
some better jobs that caused change the 
livelihood of rural people. Its bank branch, 
mail service and hospital may be very helpful 
to enhance economic, social and health 
facilities to rural people. The university is 
able to produce better educated youth of 
surroundings who will able to gain good jobs 
in different fields. The business and 
commercial activities are gradually 
enhancing livelihood of the village dwellers. 
Thus, the village is emerging an important 
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service centre in the area. The entire 
landscape and socio-cultural and economic 

scenario of the village is changing rapidly.  
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